Comparison between home and hospital as the place of death for individuals with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis in the last stages of illness.
Healthcare providers need to better understand the end-of-life situations of in-home amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) patients to support their desires about where to die and to allow peaceful death. To clarify the situations of individuals with ALS in the last stages of illness according to the place of death as reported by home care nurses. Minimum structured interviews were conducted with 14 home care nurses, and data regarding 14 ALS patients who died were collected. Six patients died at home, and eight died at the hospital. Many sudden deaths were observed among the patients who died at home, whereas pneumonia was often the cause of death in the hospital. Providing family education and ensuring the availability of local family physicians are vital to meeting a patient's desire to die at home. Home care nursing should be introduced in the early stage after diagnosis to provide support to patients for timely decision-making.